Appendix D

The Welfare Checklist 
Includes:

· The ascertainable wishes and feelings of the child;

· The physical, emotional and educational needs of the child;

· The likely effect of any changes of circumstances on him;

· His age, sex, background and any other characteristics which the court considers relevant;

· Any harm which he has suffered or is at risk of suffering;

· How capable each parent and any other significant person is of meeting his needs; and

· The powers available to the court to secure arrangements for the child

The court must also avoid unnecessary delay and should not make the order unless it would benefit the child

