                                                                                                                   Appendix C

STANDARD LETTER TO REFEREES

Dear …………………

Re: [Name of applicant special guardian……]

[Name of applicant] is intending to apply to be a Special Guardian for [child’s first name or identify type of relationship e.g. her grandson or foster child].

[Name of applicant] has given your name as someone who knows them/him/her well and who can give a reference as their/his/her suitability. 

I would like to visit you on …………to discuss the application. These are some of the areas we need to know about:

Your opinion of the applicant’s ability to care for the child/ren

The strength of the applicant’s support networks

Your opinion as to the stability of relationships

How long have you known him/her/them?
If you have any concerns about the ability of [Name of applicant(s)] to care for the child/ren in question it is important that you share these.

A summary of your reference will be included in the report for the court and is usually seen by the applicant and the birth parents as well as the Judge or Magistrates and in some cases members of the Permanence Panel.

If you have any queries, please contact me on the above telephone number.

Yours sincerely

Social worker

